Call to Worship & then Opening Prayer

Presider: Let us pray.

O God, you have made us and these pets and all living things. You are even more wonderful than the things you have made. We thank you for giving us these pets who give us joy. As you take care of us, so also we ask that we might take care of our pets who trust us to take care of them. By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

A reading from the book of Genesis

God said, 
“Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: 

cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds.” 

And so it happened: God made all kinds of wild animals, 

all kinds of cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth.

God saw how good it was. 

Then God said: 
“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 

Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, 

and the cattle, and over all the wild animals 

and all the creatures that crawl on the ground.”

God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him;

male and female he created them.

God blessed them, saying to them: 
“Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. 

Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, 

and all the living things that move on the earth.” 

God also said: 
“See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth 

and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food; 

and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, 
and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground,  
I give all the green plants for food.” 
And so it happened. 

God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good.

The Word of the Lord

INTERCESSIONS

Leader:
For all your creatures that breathe and move and have life.

All:
Thank you, Lord.

Leader: That we may love and honor the works of God's hand.

All:
Thank you, Lord.

Leader:
That each pet here may be treasured with care.

All:
Thank you, Lord.

Lord’s Prayer

BLESSING PRAYER

Leader:
Most high, almighty Lord, our Father,

Yours are the praise, the glory, the honor and all blessings!

To you alone, Father, do all things belong. 

Be praised, Father, for giving us the animals, birds, 

and fish which fill your world.

Father, may we think of you and thank you

when we play with or care for our pets.

Be praised, Father, for making us so happy to

have our pets and to have them to play with.

We ask you, Father, that we may be good to our

pets always, so that they may be happy also. 

Help us always to take care of our pets 
and give them the respect that they deserve as your creatures.

Father, your world is wonderful. 

May we all come into your even greater world 
of the kingdom of heaven 

where we shall see even greater things 
and where we shall all live and love forever. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. All:
Amen.

Concluding Song:

Let All Things Now Living
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Blessing of Animals

Sunday, October 8, 2017
12:45 pm
         Saint John Neumann 

Gathering Song:

    All Creatures of Our God and King
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Call to Worship:


Sign of the Cross


Fr. Heet Bless the Lord, all you his creatures.


ALL: And forget not all God’s benefits.

Service of the Word


Genesis 1: 24-31

Intercessions

Response: Thank you, Lord.

Blessing Prayer

After the concluding song, 
all the animals present 
may be brought forward 
for an individual blessing. 

Thank you for coming

to St. John Neumann’s

Blessing of the Animals!









